
 

 
  

 

 

 

Comments Regarding Ontario Pollinator Health Proposal, EBR Registry # 012-3068 

 

January 23, 2015 

 

Dear Hons. Wynne, Leal, Murray, and Sandals: 

 

We are writing to you today about the vitally important topic of pollinators and pollination.  Specifically, we 

want to give our support of the Ontario Pollinator Health Proposal as well as provide some background and 

additional information that we believe should be considered.  

 

Pollination Guelph is a volunteer-run charitable organization that works to protect native pollinators and their 

habitat within the City of Guelph and throughout southern Ontario by raising awareness of the importance of 

native pollinators, promoting the use of pollinator-friendly plants and gardening/farming practices, and 

establishing pollinator habitat through both small and large scale restoration projects. Over 90% of all flowering 

plants require animal pollinators to reproduce; this includes Ontario crops from A(apples) to Z(zucchini), and 

works out to be one out of every three bites of food we eat. 

 

Study after study has shown that our native pollinators (bees, flies, beetles, hummingbirds, butterflies and 

moths) are under threat from habitat loss, climate change, pests and diseases, and pesticides, including 

neonicotinoids (“neonics”).  With this proposal, Ontario will take the Canadian lead in taking action to protect 

our pollinators.  However, we would like to see the proposal go further and: 

 

 Expand the proposed neonic regulation to encompass all formulations and uses of the pesticide, rather 

than limiting it to two crops and three formulations.  These chemicals have been likened to DDT with 

their ecosystem-wide impacts that are already causing noticeable problems. 

 Put more emphasis on our native pollinators.  Honeybees are the focus of the pollinator health action 

plan, but they are a non-native introduced European species.  Relying on only one species for our crop 

pollination needs is a risky approach, and wild pollinators are often better pollinators than honeybees, so 

we need to give our native species more attention. 

 Promote monitoring of, and basic research (biology, habitat, etc.) into native pollinators.  This 

information is often not known and can vary widely between species. 

 Create habitat for different types of pollinators in agricultural, rural, and urban settings. 

 Increase support to organizations currently educating others about the importance of pollinators and 

creating pollinator habitat. 

 

In conclusion, we encourage you to support the proposal and draw on our suggestions to strengthen the 

Pollinator Health Action Plan.  We are very interested in being actively involved in the development of the Plan 

as it moves forward and would be happy to meet with each of you to discuss this topic further.  

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

 

 

Victoria MacPhail, Co-Chair Pollination Guelph 

437 Auden Road, Guelph, ON  N1E 6V7  519-362-2783  vmacphail@gmail.com   

www.pollinationguelph.ca, pollinationguelph@gmail.com 


