
Raising Monarch Butterflies 
 

What you need: 

o Cage 

o Monarch caterpillar eggs 

o Supply of fresh milkweed 

o Paper towel  

o A location with a constant temperature out of direct sunlight 

 

 

Finding a Suitable Cage 

A number of containers can be used as a caterpillar rearing cage. Some examples include 

large mason jars, shoeboxes, and large plastic containers, with mesh or holes for airflow. 

If you are raising a single caterpillar from larva to adult, ensure that the cage is at least 4 

inches deep so that the adult butterfly can hang from its chrysalis while its wings expand. 

If you aren’t going to release the adult right away, it must be housed in a container large 

enough for it to fly in (e.g. tomato cage with mesh around it) (do not keep adult 

butterflies for longer than 1 day). 

 

 

 

 

Finding Monarch Eggs 

Monarch eggs are whitish in colour, the size of a pinhead, and similar in shape to a tiny 

football. You can see ridges running vertically along the egg if you look closely. 

You are much more likely to find monarch eggs than you are caterpillars. Monarch eggs 

are usually attached to the underside of the leaf, and there is usually only one egg per 

milkweed plant.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Finding Milkweed 

Milkweed is most common in open, disturbed areas like meadows, fields, roadsides and 

clearings. Monarchs may be more likely to lay eggs in habitats that have both host plants 

(milkweed for caterpillars to feed on) as well as nectar plants (for the adults to feed on). It 

is also possible to follow a female monarch as she moves from plant to plant laying her 

eggs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raising the Caterpillars 

When collecting eggs, make sure that there are no other bugs on the milkweed you take 

home, as they could predate the monarch egg or caterpillar. Eggs should be kept in a 

container lined with damp paper towels to keep the milkweed leaves from drying out. 

Once the egg hatches (within 1-5 days) the caterpillar must be supplied with fresh 

milkweed daily. Milkweed can be collected a few days in advance and kept in the fridge.   

Wrapping it in a wet paper towel and covering the towel with aluminum foil, or using 

florist water tubes will keep it fresh for longer. Do not keep the caterpillars in direct 

sunlight and ensure that the cage is cleaned regularly.  

 

Metamorphosis  

After two weeks of eating and growing, the caterpillar will transform into a chrysalis. It 

will remain in the chrysalis for 9 to 14 days. The chrysalis will become transparent when 

the adult is ready to emerge. The adult butterfly will hang off of the chrysalis while its 

wings expand and dry out. It can be released 4-5 hours after emerging.  

 

 

Additional information found at:  http://www.monarchlab.org/Lab/Rearing/ 

This handout prepared by Ashley Hellyer, Credit Valley Conservation Authority, 2011. 
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